Finance & Law

the i OF BOF, 3% & pastorn, you prob-
ably need Lawyess, Yoo may not
truse them o want them, bat the
sérvices of 3 Jawyer ars bedoming
increasingly imporrant for churchei—
or a1 Jezsr unaveidable. Churchs
todsy engige attomeys for ventures 2
diverse as hiring {II'H; firing) penonnel
to drawing up conircts to defending
nonprofit stata.
Hete i how yous czn wee dhe oo

of & lawyer o your best achantige.

M Lawyer-Client Relationships
In eenditional lwyer<client relations,
the client pames the ball to the biwyer
and then gets our of the way. Today,
however, Largs corporations an:
demanding a sricrer accounting from
lrwyers Tflqr‘rr shopping for berter
rases ane] services; imisting on up-
front, dewiled budgeey monitonng
P"’E""’" and n'qu]:in!, stemized balls
hurchis. too, cin endune an attor-
ney's rmsponsiveness by observing a fow

principles

] your emofions from
the You can best gather and
tion if you caa avoid the resenment

typical of many caught in ihe kel
proceis—pariculiry litipadon.

order the [ace pereaining 1o your sina-

A lawyer tells the whole truth about
hiring counsel and containing costs.

Attorne
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y

fmparszns: Keop your communicaton
on a “just the (e, Ma'am” level,
D‘.i.'-ﬂ;n_u. |,|f.mg.|:| and frustration wsic
time and cost money

| Tk timee to organize. Working case v Jess expenencad asncares, para-
with an organized dient has a curious begals, o¢ seceezaries with-
mhcivasing = T o reflecting chat
fffin on et [ Siies : arrangement in the con-
lawyere Be I Every mmmumcahﬂn will || .
methodical and | y I Lfmmuﬂ
orgANLE yout money. fo resolre
ddata in choe- I:.I}St yos } J::r?&ﬂrhﬂni -:i?
logical onder, | S this amswer befors his-
sstaching perti- ing & liwyer, For simple mamers, the
neni documents Lwyer may be able to enumerate the

Frsportans: To serve you best, your steps on his fingem. For more -

brwyer needs the com plere pictre, 5o be
bonest with yoursdf, In adversial gou-
ations, you maurally want the b w
support your position and nullify yoor
oppanent’s, but distortisg the wuth
losscns your chances for weiocy.

[] Shop around. Armod with the
Esces, you are ready 10 hogn wlking with
prospective lawyers The sime you inves

inn capsltations can pay big dividends,
andd many smencys do not chaspe for the
mxitial conmudeation. | fore: Make
wolur search a5 ¢ an il youd were

it for a by om bich, in
elfec, w whar your krwyer will became
for a emc.

B Quastions 1o Ask Lawyers

Posing relevant questions 104
pospective lawyer can reveal how the
awyer thinks, practices law, and com-

Anicates. fmpertane Your quesmons

will serve as a subile form of manage-

ment in answering them, & bwye

COmmIEs to @ coursc of actnm,

[ Whar de you bave
weith miaiters fike mine? A Liwyer ot
“ﬂ'1." shvould be Eamiliar with the area
of Law you require but also experi-
enced a0 it Castion: Lawyen wha
dCCCpt cases outtidle their aica af con-
centration caiise you io food the bill
fior their education on the matter

What weere the revulin? Becauie
court records [with fow exceptioni)
arc open to the public, Lawyers should
be willing 1o discuss boch their s
cessful and not-so-successful cases.
Adrice: Ask for references {name and
phose numbers) of current or lormer
chierts and ralk with them.

U Whe will by involved with the
catse? “Thiis is 2 crivica quesion. Lean
specifically who will be dojng whae It s
unfir for a lawyer w heove maon of your

od simations, 2 formal repore may
neaded,

Note: When a formal reply i
required, expeci 10 be charged for the
oime it takes 10 Compils the report.

L Hew o think ney
marter nﬂlﬁrﬂm e invedves
litigatian, this question is practically
impassible to 2aswer deciavedy, S4ill,
the arromey shoul! be able p make
an mlml orimaic.

B o you calculair a the
rorad cort? A Birly accurate extimate
shialil be possible. [Hscuss foes =
dietail ar this poent. To be sure you
know what the foe arrangement
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covers, aik these questions:

® Will there be an engagement
fec of a rewsinet foe? Find ous the
policy on refunds.

® Are there different foos for
associates, law derkes, paralegals.
secretatics, and wo on’

® Whar costwill there be i adkhi-
rion g0 Liwyers foes? (1= one of my
cases, there was over 560,000 in
addinional coer.)

® |f there are lange numbers of
copies 10 be made, will they be
miade commercially or billed ar the
Firm's wazal o

# |1 billing hundled moashly or
an the conclusion of the work?

H Ending the Search

You muay decide w interview 1 dopen
Lawyers or ealy oae, After yoo have
retssned a brwyes you should remain
imvolved, pethape an a bess

intere bovel. Two important ways o
stary in touch are by askang for

[ Pervodic Strike a
balsnce besween hounding vour
Lawver's every move and being cur
out of the informarion loop, Ar the
bease, vou want your lywyer
inform you of develop-
menn and expenscs thar go beyond

; limin.

Nete: Bioety communicition will
cos you moncy. Many Lawyers bill
a minimum incement of time pet
occurrence, such as 310 of an hour,
even fore cillls Lezing koo cime,

£ Bulls, A bill
inchude the dates services weee per-
formed, the actual time each service
ok, who did the work, and 2 dear
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